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SUBJECT: PUBLIC DISORDER FOLLOWS BUS FARE INCREASES 
REF: QUITO 1009, 1033 

1 . APRIL 3 MARKED THE SECOND STRAIGHT DAY OF PUBLIC 
DISORDERS IN QUITO PROVOKED BY UNIVERSITY AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS PROTESTING A 40 PERCENT INCREASE IN BUS 
FARES. THE INCREASE FROM ONE SUCRE (ABOUT $.04 US) TO 

1.4 SUCRES WAS AUTHORIZED BY THE GOE FOLLOWING RECENT 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE CHAUFFEURS' FEDERATION WHICH HAD 
STRUCK IN MID-FEBRUARY TO ACHIEVE FARE HIKES. THE ONE 
SUCRE FARE HAS BEEN IN EFFECT ALMOST 30 YEARS. 

2. STUDENTS HAVE TAKEN TO THE STREETS SEVERAL TIMES 
DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS TO PROTEST PROPOSED INCREASES 
AND THE HIKES HAVE BEEN RESCINDED. THE GOE DECISION 
SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED THEM FROM THIS INCREASE, BUT SUCH 
AN ACTION WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL IN PREVENTING THEIR PROTESTS. 
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3. FOLLOWING STUDENT ACTION APRIL 2 MOST BUSES WERE 
WITHDRAWN FROM SERVICE. POLICE REPORTED ARRESTS AND 
SEVERAL INJURIES, TWO OF WHICH WERE SERIOUS. THE 
CHAUFFEURS' FEDERATION REPORTED SERIOUS DAMAGE TO 

A LARGE NUMBER OF BUSES BUT INSISTED THAT SERVICE 
WOULD BE NORMAL APRIL 3. HOWEVER, STUDENTS ONCE AGAIN 
ATTACKED BUSES AND SERVICE WAS QUICKLY WITHDRAWN. 
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NO REPORTS OF INJURIES ON APRIL 3 HAVE YET REACHED THE 
EMBASSY BUT POLICE USING RIOT CONTROL VEHICLES AND 
TEAR GAS WERE SEEN DISPERSING STUDENTS AT CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY, ONE BLOCK FROM THE EMBASSY. 

4. CONSULATE GENERAL GUAYAQUIL HAS REPORTED THAT THE 
CITY IS NORMAL AND BUS SERVICE, AT THE HIGHER FARE, 

IS BEING PROVIDED NORMALLY. HOWEVER. IT CAN BE NOTED 
THAT GUAYAQUIL SCHOOLS ARE NOT PRESENTLY IN SESSION, 

THUS STUDENT LEADERS ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO EASILY 
ORGANIZE PROTESTS. 

5. COMMENT: FOR THE MOMENT THE POLICE SEEM TO HAVE 

THE SITUATION WELL IN HAND AND IT APPEARS THAT THE INCIDENTS 
CREATE NO THREAT TO THE GENERAL PEACE AND ORDER OR TO 
THE POLITICAL PROCESS CURRENTLY UNDER WAY IN THE COUNTRY. 
HOWEVER, TRANSPORTATION LEADERS ARE NOT INCLINED TO BACK 
DOWN ONCE AGAIN ON THIS QUESTION. MORE SERIOUS STUDENT 
INJURIES OR ARRESTS COULD CONCEIVABLY LEAD TO A MORE 
SERIOUS SITUATION. 
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